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IS YOUR WATER SUPPLY SAFE? 

Experience has shown that a large proportion of the public water 
supplies in this country are so inadequately safeguarded that they 
constitute, at least potentially, serious sources of water-borne dis- 
ease. No wonder, therefore, that in many communities the preva- 
lence of typhoid fever is so high as to be a disgrace. The attention 
of our readers is invited to the interesting and instructive article de- 
scribing an outbreak of typhoid fever in Herkimer, N. Y. This shows 
the spectacular, epidemic type of outbreak associated with a high 
degree of pollution. Health officers and local government officials 
should remember, however, that constant high typhoid prevalence, 
even though not in the form of an epidemic outbreak, is very often 
traceable to a polluted public water supply. 

If you are in doubt as to your own community's supply, why not 
consult the State health officer ? As may be seen from the list printed 
on pages 622 and 623, the Public Health Service has published a number 
of instructive bulletins dealing with typhoid fever and water supplies. 
Copies of these may be had on request to the Surgeon General, United 
States Public Health Service, Washington, D. 0. 



WATER-BORNE TYPHOID FEVER OUTBREAK IN HERKIMER, 

N. Y. 1 

By Tiieodoee Hobton, Chief Engineer, Now York State Department of Health. 

The following report of a water-borne* outbreak of typhoid fever in 
Herkimer, N. Y. is particularly instructive because it illustrates the 
disastrous results which may follow the temporary failure, because 
of lack of expert supervision, to chlorinate a seriously contaminated 
water supply. It may also be of interest as showing the measures 
adopted by the State department of health in controlling the out- 
break. 

Briefly reviewed, the history of the outbreak is as follows: Between 
September 1, 1918, and January 1, 1919, some 155 cases of typhoid 

i In the compilation of this material thoauthor desires to acknowledge his indebtedness to Mr. E. S. Chase, 
Assistant Engineer, Dr. J. E. Clark, and Dr. E. W. E. Cole, Sanitary Supervisors; F. W. Jones and Earl 
Devendorf, Assistant Engineers; Dr. A. L. Fagin, Health Officer, Eva M. Schied ,County Nurse; Mary B. 
Hofmeistcr, Village Nurse; and William Ownes, Milk Inspector. 
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